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SURGERY AND RELATED SERVICES 
CHAPTER 3
SECTION 8.2

SURGERY FOR MORBID OBESITY
Issue Date: November 9, 1982
Authority: 32 CFR 199.4(e)(15) 

I. PROCEDURE CODE RANGE

43842 - 43848

II. DESCRIPTION

Morbid obesity means the body weight is 100 pounds over ideal weight for height and 
bone structure, and such weight is in association with severe medical conditions known to 
have higher mortality rates in association with morbid obesity; or, the body weight is 200 
percent or more of ideal weight for height and bone structure.

III. POLICY

A. Gastric bypass, gastric stapling or gastroplasty, to include vertical banded 
gastroplasty is covered when one of the following conditions is met:

1. The patient is 100 pounds over the ideal weight for height and bone structure and 
has one of these associated medical conditions: diabetes mellitus, hypertension, cholecystitis, 
narcolepsy, Pickwickian syndrome (and other severe respiratory diseases), hypothalamic 
disorders and severe arthritis of the weight-bearing joints.

2. The patient is 200 percent or more of the ideal weight for height and bone 
structure. An associated medical condition is not required for this category.

3. The patient has had an intestinal bypass or other surgery for obesity and, because 
of complications, requires a second surgery (a takedown). 

IV. EXCLUSION

Nonsurgical treatment of obesity, morbid obesity, dietary control or weight reduction.
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